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Previously: 

The Black Widow. Russian intelligence agent, 
KGB-recruited. A Soviet weapon of the Cold 
War. Legend of the covert Moscow espi- 
onage academy known as the Red Room. 
Later, a defector to the U.S. and a freelance 
agent of S.H.I.E.L.D. 


Now, retired and living in Arizona, where her 
days consist of rock-climbing and reading 
books banned under the old Communist 
regime. At long last, Natasha Romanova has 
finally gotten out of the spy game. 


But a sudden string of global killings threat- 
ens to lure her back in. The murders seem 
unconnected on the surface. Except...all of 
the victims are women. And Natasha’s next 
on the list. 


When an old-school assassin comes calling, 
she knows she’s in trouble. She survives the 
attack and seeks help from Phil Dexter, an old 
ally from her S.H.I.E.L.D. days. 


Phil has intel on the other murders. Turns out 
one of the victims was a former KGB deep- 
cover operative. Stacy Matheson, a.k.a. 
Stefanya Melnikova, was living out her days 
as a women’s rights activist in Alabama, 
where she was shot protesting outside a 
family planning clinic. 


Natasha and Phil journey to Alabama to 
investigate the truth behind her death. 


Meanwhile, the mysterious man who hired 
Natasha’s would-be killer brings in two new 
Operatives from an organization called North. 
They track her abandoned car to New Mexico 
-- and find it rigged with explosives. 
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OUR SISTER 
STACY UNTO score Guy 
У ОТ THE @ 
HIS CARE... WHO CAME TO 
THE WRONG 
FUNERAL. 


9 7 РО UNTO 


/ 
; ALL OF US COMES 
SSS THIS DAY... 24 


OR NOT. WHEN 
THIS BREAKS UP, 
YOU FOLLOW HIM. 


TAKE THE RENTAL 
CAR. I'LL SEE 
YOU BACK AT 

THE HOTEL. 


NADINE ROMAN. І 
KNEW STACY FROM HER 
SLAVONIC STUPIES 
CLASS. 


ал 


І WAS, BUT 
MY RIDE JUST 
EFT... 


OH, YES. ACTUALLY, 
I DON'T REMEMBER 
HER TELLING ME ABOUT 
THAT, BUT WE WERE, 
YOU KNOW, JUST GOOD 
FRIENDS, NOTHING 
MORE THAN THAT, 


BRAD. BRAD 
SCHOFIELD. 


Я THEN JUST > 
AFTER THAT IT WAS PRETTY EASY. AND ғ ЕТ Т) A yore UNLUCKY eee 


YOU WANT TO HEAR A BIG SECRET? IT SEEMS 
OUR STACY WAS NEARLY THREE MONTHS WAS SOMEONE FROM THIS GUY BRAD. YOU ANP YOUNG 
PREGNANT WHEN SHE GOT SHOT. | Д | BRAD DONT HAVE 
IRONIC, HUH? 4 4 OTHER PLANS. 
IF THE PRO- = 
LIFERS GOT 


HER, I MEAN? 


HA. SO TELL AND STOP 
ME ABOUT OUR LOOKING AT 
SOLDIER MY ASS. 
ВСУ. 3 


LOOK, THIS GUY 
HAD A COUPLE OF 
PALS IN A JEEP BACK 


AT THE GATE. THERE'S 


A MILITARY BASE OUT 

ON THE WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN--/INNKERCHEE. 

THAT'S WHERE THEY 
WENT. 


I GOT PHOTOS, SCANNED 
THEM INTO THE LAPTOP AND 
RAN THEM BY A FRIEND IN 
WASHINGTON. THIS 15 WHAT 
I GOT BACK. 


VERY 
PRETTY. AND 


INSIGNIA, \SN'T 
IT? 


THAT'S INS.E.R.T. 


YEAH. SERGEANT WILL FORESTER, 
SECONDED ТО /М8.Е.Ё.Т. CORPS FROM MAKES YOU 
REGULAR FORCES TWO YEARS AGO. WONDER, RIGHT 
‚ STILL WITH THEM AS FAR AS І CAN ABOUT WHO PUT 
WORK OUT. THAT BULLET IN 
INS.E.R.T. 


STACY? 
INSURGENCY, EXTRACTION, Ф 
RECONNAISSANCE-- 


NOT AS FAR AS I’M AWARE. WELL, HE SEEMED SO HE'S THE SENSITIVE 
BUT THOSE GUYS ARE GHOSTS. Ж PRETTY UPSET AT TYPE. YOU KNOW, WEEPS 
WHO KNOWS? Р THE FUNERAL. EVERY TIME HE HAS TO KILL 
тт SOME EX-SOVIET SPY. 
MAYBE IT'S NOT A GOOD 
IDEA FOR YOU TO STICK 
AROUND. 


18 
INNKERCHEE 
AN INS.E.R.T. 
FACILITY? 


OR MAYBE ) 
SOME PRO-LIFE NUT 
GOT HER AFTER ALL. 
EITHER WAY, Т/М NOT 
LEAVING UNTIL 
I HAVE SOME 
ANSWERS. 


WE'RE GOING 
| ТО 6ТАСУ6 
| — PLACE. NOW. 


YOU THINK 
YOU COULD HAVE 
CHANGED FOR 
THIS? 


сү. 


HEY, NAT, FUNERALS, 
BURGLARY--IT'S AN ALL- 
PURPOSE BLACK. 


PHIL, YOU EVER TRY 


CARRYING FOUR KILOS 


OF HI-TECH HARDWARE 
WRAPPED AROUND 


EACH WRIST? 


ANYWAY, SPEAKING 
OF PRESS, WHATEVER 
HAPPENED TO THOSE 

STINGER BRACELETS 
YOU WERE SO FAMOUS 
FOR? 


DIDN'T 
THINK SO. 


“HEAVY, AWKWARD, 
ALWAYS GETTING IN / 4 
THE WAY. IN MOSCOW / ‘PLUS THEY WERE WARSAW 
ONCE, I DAMN NEAR 1 жж PACT 1550Е АМР YOU NEVER 
SHOT MY OWN 7 / қ COULD GET THE REPLACEMENT 
HAND OFF. : PARTS ІМ THE U.S. 


“АМР ТНЕУ WERE ALWAYS ) ) 
BREAKING DOWN. SO ONE РАУ-- || 


--АМР 
JUST NEVER 
PUT THEM 
BACK ON 


МАТ, УНАТ т : 
4 WE LOOKING FOR, 


EXACTLY? 


BUT LET 
ME KNOW IF 
YOU SEE ІТ. 


НІ, YOU'VE REACHED 
STACY MATHESON. PLEASE 
LEAVE A MESSAGE, LINLESS 
OF COURSE УОШКЕ CALLING 
TO DAMN ME TO HELL FOR 
ALL ETERNITY, IN WHICH 
CASE, YOU CAN JUST DROP 
РЕАР...ЗВЕЕРЕ 


, 


YEAH, І 
POLICE MUST KEEP THINKING 
HAVE TAKEN THE SOMEONE'S Г THIS 16 
MESSAGE TAPE TRYING TO HOLLOW 
FOR EVIDENCE. KILL МЕ. ___ у 


OR SOMEONE 
ELSE DID. 


Я, 

-а, дорога 

4 очка д 

тефан жна тебе 
( я должна заб ОЛ 


“МУ DEAREST 
STACY, 


REGRET THAT I MUST 
TELL YOU YOUR AUNT 
15 NOT WELL. SHE INSISTS 
ON SEEING YOU AT ONCE, 
ANP HAS TOLD EVERYBODY 
IN THE FAMILY THAT IF YOU 
DO NOT COME HOME AS A 
LOVING NIECE SHOULD, 
> THE INHERITANCE WILL 


1176 A CODE МАМЕ 
FOR HER KGB CONTROLLER. 
HE'S TELLING HER THAT 
SHE HAS TO MAKE A 

CHOICE: 


COME HOME TO 
MOSCOW FOR FINAL 
DEBRIEFING, OR BE 
CUT LOOSE FROM KGB 
PROTECTION FOREVER 
АМР ТАКЕ HER CHANCES 
HERE ІМ THE WEST. 


AND 
UNCLE ПУА 
15...7 


THIS MUST BE FROM SOME TIME ІМ 
1990, “41, AFTER THE BERLIN WALL 
CAME DOWN. THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN 
TRYING TO PULL ALL THE DEEP COVER 
AGENTS OUT QUICKLY BEFORE 
GORBACHEV ORDERED THE WHOLE 
OPERATION SHUT DOWN. 


SHE MUST HAVE 
DECIDED-- 


--TO STAY, YEAH, 
YEAH. HAVE A SHOT AT 
REAL LIFE ІМ THE LAND. 
OF THE FREE, I CAN SEE 
THAT. BUT WHY WOULD SHE 
KEEP SOMETHING LIKE 
THIS FOR ALL THESE 
YEARS? 


RIGHT, LOOK, 
ТИ. JUST GIVE 
YOU A MOMENT ON 
MEMORY LANE, 
OKAY? 


ELEVEN, 
TWELVE, THIRTEEN-- 
MAN, THIS JUSTS 
GETS BETTER AND 
BETTER... 


SS 


SOMETIMES YOU NEED SOMETHING 
TO REMIND YOU OF WHO YOU ONCE 
WERE, SOMETHING TO STOP THE 
PAST FROM BECOMING A DREAM. 
1...1 HAD enone LIKE THIS 
МСЕ... 


50 ноу 
MUCH WAS: 
THERE? 


HOW MUCH 
HAVE YOU 
STOLEN FROM 
STEFANYA 

MELNIKOVA? 


MILITARY-ISSUE PAINKILLERS. 
VERY POWERFUL, VERY DIFFICULT 
ТО GET HOLD OF OUTSIDE ОҒ 
MILITARY CIRCLES. 


UNLESS YOU'VE GOT 
SOMEONE INSIDE WITH 
A VESTED INTEREST 
IN YOUR WELL- 
BEING. 


OR MAYBE 
A PATERNAL 
INTEREST. SHE 
WAS PREGNANT, 
REMEMBER. 


ж. 


“| INNKERCHEE DUTY ) 
2 OFFICER. 


LIKE TO SPEAK 
TO SERGEANT 
WILLIAM 
FORESTER 
IMMEDIATELY. 


I DON’T 0 2 


BELIEVE THAT <, 

2 SON, THIS 15 
WILL BE POSSIBLE > т 
AT THIS HOUR-- ы Ун COLONEL ULYSSES 


і CATHCART OF INS.E.R.T. 
за. ЭМГ СОММАМР, WASHINGTON, 
т? 1427 і СОММАМ? СІЕАКАМСЕ 
4 З 2 AZURE. NOW, WHAT I 
РОМТ BELIEVE IS THAT 
YOU THINK SERGEANT 
FORESTER’S SLEEP 
PATTERNS ARE MORE 
IMPORTANT THAN 
NATIONAL 
SECURITY... 


СООР, THEN 
WE UNDERSTAND 
EACH OTHER. NOW 
YOU BUZZ SERGEANT 
FORESTER RIGHT 
AWAY. 


М 
была зачата наша 
дочь. Иди ко мне 
неделенно! 


„АМР І DIDN'T THINK 

THAT WAS 8ШСН А BAD 

STACY IMPRESSION, 
DID YOU? 


YOU KNOW, I REALLY HOPE OLD 
CATHCART 16 STILL RUNNING OFF 
CLEARANCE AZURE. HOPE HE'S 


STILL Ат INS.E.R.T., TOO, 
BECAUSE IF NOT-- 


THIS IS 
FORESTER. 


A HIDING 
PLACE. 


ALLOW ME TO 
APPLAUD YOUR 
MULTIPLE TALENTS 
FOR MANIPULATION 
AND PECEIT. 


BAIT. COME 
ON, WE NEED 
TO FIND YOU 


YOU THINK HE'S 
GOING TO COME 
HERE? RIGHT 
NOW? 


HE'S CONFUSED 
ANP UPSET. HE'S 
JUST HEARD A WOMAN'S 
VOICE IN RUSSIAN 
САНИО OUT FOR 

М... 


YOU USE 

WHATEVER KEEPS 
YOU AHEAD OF THE 
OPPOSITION. 


WELL, SOMEONE AROUND: 
HERE 15 HELPING HER, SHERIFF. 


LOOKING UNTIL YOU DIG 
THAT HISTORY ШР/ 


A GRIP ON. 


YOU THINK SHE 
WENT TO ANOTHER 
SLEEPER FOR HELP? 
\ АМОТНЕе PEEP 
COVER? 


YEAH. OR WITH THE BODY SHE’S 
| GOT, MAYBE SOME GUY SHE'S GOT 
Й HOOKS IN FROM THE ОІР 5.Н.І.Е.І.Р. 
DAYS. THEY'RE USUALLY BURIED 
Ў PRETTY DEEP, TOO. 


MAYBE T’LL 

YEAH, BUT THERE'S JUST GO UP TO 

NO REASON ON EARTH WASHINGTON AND 

НЕ? FEEL THE NEED TO KICK \T OUT OF 
А НІМ. 


THE CASE, 1 1 7 
FURY МОШ. AS IT 15. | 
KNOW. 


OR MAYBE YOU МОМТ. JUST 
RELAX, MAX. THIS INTER- 
AGENCY STUFF 15 ALWAYS 
A PAIN IN THE ASS. 7 


У JUST TOO MUCH 
TESTOSTERONE 
ALL AROUND. | 


YES, THIS IS 
MAX HUNTER. TELL 
ME SOMETHING І 

WANT TO HEAR, WHY 

DON'T YOU? 


UNDERSTOOD, CAPTAIN. YES, 
ІРО THINK IT’S OF NOTE, ТАКЕ 
YOUR TEAM AND GET AFTER 
THE FATHER IMMEDIATELY. 


АМР IF НЕ 
LOOKS LIKE HE'S 
TALKING TO THE 

WRONG PEOPLE, 
YOU KNOW WHAT 


THE МРОМ'5 
NOT HERE. МЕКЕ 
IN THE WRONG 


YEAH, WELL 2 
YOU WOULD DOESN'T 
SEEM TO STOP 
YOU WORKING FOR 
NORTH THOUGH. 4 


| 


STATE, KESTREL. / |: 


НЕУ, МОЕТН 
АУБ TWICE МУ 
с.І.А. РАУ КАТЕ. 
I'D BE А FOOL 
TO-- 


у 
БАУ ТНАТ. 


NOT FROM \ 


____ WHERE Г/М 
YT 4 


ay 


„ 
ы «б 
Fat 
- Si | 


SPARE US THE 
PRAMATICS, 
WILL. HAVE A 
GET BACK, ет: 
GET тим OR 
ІЦ-- 


I’M А FRIEND OF Ҹ 7 
STACY'S. LOOKING тате 
OUT FOR HER У 
INTERESTS, YOU 
COULD SAY. 


YEAH, WE SAW HER GO 
INTO THE HOLE, PAL, TELL 
US SOMETHING WE РОМТ 
KNOW. LIKE DIP YOU GIVE 
HER THESE PILLS? 


ГМ NOT 
TELLING 
YOU A DAMN 
THING. 


WILL, WE ALL 

KNOW THE PRO- ANP WHOEVER 

LIFERS DIDN'T REALLY " DID IT 1S GOING TO 

SHOOT STACY. IT WAS СОМЕ LOOKING FOR 

A PROFESSIONAL JOB, THE FATHER OF 

VERY COMPETENT. STACY'S ИМВОКМ 
CHILD. 


ІТ WAS YOU 
ON THE PHONE? 
SPEAKING 

RUSSIAN? 


THAT'S RIGHT. 

LIKE I SAID, ТМ А 

FRIEND--FROM THE | - ОБЕ SED TOBE. 

OLD DAYS. STACY'S Г SHE TOLD ME, BUT 
TOLP YOU ABOUT I DIDN'T CARE. І 


THAT, RIGHT? WAS CRAZY ABOUT 
HER. I WOULD HAVE 
QUIT THE MILITARY 
SOONER THAN LOSE 
HER. 


рр 
YOU ФЕТ HER THE 
MEDUSAGEN? 


I GOT HER 
фея 

М, І SWEAR. PROBLEMS WITH THE 

І DON'T EVEN KNOW pREGNANCY, IT WASN'T 
WHAT THAT 15. NORMAL. BUT I'VE 


RMAL. 
NEVER SEEN THOSE BEF-- 


50 РО YOU 
WANT ТО РО THE 
SUPER-HERO THING? |“ 
STAY AND FIGHT THE 
BAD GUYS? 


МО, МЕКЕ 
GOING TO RUN 


даа 
т 7 
ІН 


ийн 


УДАДАА/ 


2 5 8471 


У) 


GENERALLY, I DON'T LIKE 
GUNS. TOO MUCH NOISE... 


Ps 


Ж.” а 


ШК, 


YOU HAVE 
TO RELOAD... 


ЯНГ gine ГА > 


--УОЏ REALLY DON'T 
HAVE A CHOICE. 
~ 9 
4 “ 
ы. 


Я 


М. 


Ж”! ) я 


Жа 
\ 5 салғанды. 
‚М Џ 


і 
ч 


